
One Planet Living, International Peoples College                                                                                                               
 

1. Health and Happiness 

Status Now:  

A: Sustainability is a core value for IPC. In the beginning of every term, the students are guided 

to how they can live more sustainable at the school, this includes: washing, food waste, heating 

and water consumption, buying second hand, recycle and reuse, avoiding polluting with 

cigarette butts, transportation etc.  

B: IPC has a large outdoor area and a school garden, where students can engage and enjoy 

nature. IPC has some classes that directly focus on sustainability, ex. Sustainable Gardening and 

the Green Activist line. Sustainability is also a thematic area in many other classes.   

Action: 

A: This will continue and be more present in the future strategy (2020-2015) of IPC. 

B: This will continue.  

 

2. Equity and local economy  

Status now:  

A: IPC uses Jyske Bank 

B: As part of the schools program we have 2 alternative weeks per term and with this there 

are some travel options, with additional payments involved, this means that not all students 

are able to join these travel options. 

Action: 

A: In order to promote responsible financing/investment, we will investigate the opportunity 

and price to switch to a bank with a better code of ethics and a sustainable investment 

policy. 

B: In order to enhance grater equality among students, we want to increase the intuition fee 

slightly, in order to make it possible for all students to join a study trip. 

   

 

3. Culture and Community 

Status Now: 

A: IPC is working actively with cultural sensitivity and tolerance. We have students from 

more than 30 different countries and we interact with the local community in Elsinore in 

different ways; trough open events, debates, seminars, open cultural evenings and dining 

events. We are already doing many different activities to raise money for scholarships for 

students with less privileged backgrounds ex. running a campus based “human rights café”, 

a second hand shop and partnerships with external organizations which donates 

scholarships.    

The school’s facilities have sometimes been used by the local community for social 

gatherings, like the local refugee network that have organised events and some local 

refugee women have used the school for yoga classes. 

B: IPC has a student council representing the students, they are represented at regular 

teachers meetings to share inputs and suggestions.  

C: Staff trainings are encouraged. 

  



Action:  

A: We will continue this.  

B: IPC will continue this. 

C: IPC will continue this.  

 

Minimum 10 cultural evenings per year and 4 community events. 

Other relevant indicators: percentage of students who have participated in school decision 

making in the term. 

 

 

4. Land and Nature 

Status Now:  

A: IPC has a large outdoor area, with forest, open grass-land and tree small lakes. We 

already have a rough nature management plan which aims to create and maintain the 

highest possible degree of biodiversity, however this plan could be strengthened so that it 

included ex. protecting old tree and designated “wild areas”. We have done a biodiversity 

survey in 2016 and 2017 with students in the Environmental Studies Class. IPC has bird’s 

houses, insect hotels, and piles of old branches and trees left to decompose.  

B: IPC does not use any artificial herb- or pesticides on campus. 

 

 

Action: 

A: IPC has signed up as butterfly partners (w. Danish Society of Nature Conservation and the 

Association of Practical Ecology). And set aside a specific area to remain untouched. 

B: We will continue not spraying on campus. Signing up with the National Conservation 

Society as a toxin-free partner (Giftfri have).   

 

 

 

5. Water  

 

Status Now: 

 

A. Since 2012 IPC has monitored water use in the main student building, and has 

implemented a strategy to decrease water consumption by installing dual-flush toilets 

and water-efficient shower-heads in students units. This effort has resulted in decreased 

water consumption (as seen in figure 1):  
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Furthermore IPC has in 2018 initiated a new rain water system, for flushing of new public 

toilets. This is expected to further decrease the water consumption. 

There are no data for other school buildings at present.  

 

Action: 

A. IPC should investigate the potential for more rainwater collection and use. Consider 

collection of data from other buildings. 

 

 

 

6. Local and Sustainable Food  

 

Status Now: 

A: During 2018 IPC has increased the organic food consumption, the school achieved the 

National Bronze certification in October 2018. This means that 30-60 % of the food is 

organic. The kitchen staff have all been on a training course in relation to this effort. 

Approximately ¼ to 1/5 of the students and staff eat a vegetarian diet (1% vegan). Following 

food items are organic: 

 

Use all time Use sometimes Use rarely 

• All of beans 

• Flower 

• Sugar 

• Milk 

• Yogurt 

• Butter 

• Fruits 

• Canned tomatoes 

• Potatoes 

 

• Eggs 

• Rice 

• Pasta 

• Meat 

• Fish (MSC label) 

 

• Cheese 

 

B: IPC focuses on reducing food waste. A student survey was made in 2017, which showed 

that IPC have less food waste than the average Danish household.  

C: Fruits from the school garden have sometimes been used in the kitchen. IPC has 7 fruit 

trees and 1 walnut tree, which provide some fruits and nuts which is used when in season.  

 

Action: 

A: IPC will investigate if it is possible to achieve the Silver Organic Label Certification 

(between 60-90% organic foods) with in 2019.  

B: IPC will collaborate with the municipality to find out if the remaining food waste can be 

used for bio-gas.  

C: IPC will investigate if more fruit from the school garden can be used. And investigate if 

more fruit trees can be planted. 

 

7. Travel and transport  

 

Status now: 



A. IPC has a class set of 25 bicycles for excursions and 10 bicycles for students to borrow 

from the student council to use for transportation. In the beginning of the term the bike 

rules in Denmark is explained and IPC offers a beginners bike practice session.  

B. For longer excursions in Denmark and Sweden IPC uses public transportation (mainly 

train) or rent a bus, when traveling to Sweden the route is by Ferry (the ferry is run by 

electricity).   

C. IPC offers different study trips, usually these trips last 1-2 weeks and have different 

destinations and means of transportation: 

1) Nordic trip (Autumn term):  

2) Hiking trip (spring term):  

3) Euro trip (Prague/Krakow/Berlin) (Every term): 

4) Columbia (Every term):  

 

 

Action: 

A. IPC wish to promote walking and bicycling further, and would like to invest in a cargo or 

tandem bike, so that also students who have not learned to ride comfortably on a bike 

cycle can join bike trips and excursions.  

B. Thus far, IPC does not have an overview of how many trips that are made. IPC will 

discuss the need for a travel policy.  

C. IPC investigate if carbon compensation for the study trips can be introduced. 

 

8. Materials and Products  

 

Status Now: 

A: IPC does not have a sustainable procurement policy in place. Yet all paper and wood is 

from sustainable sources (FSC marked).  

B: Environmentally friendly cleaning products are used for cleaning (Nordic Swan label).  

 

Action: 

A: It will be considered if IPC should have a sustainable procurement policy.  

B: This will be continued. 

 

 

9. Zero Waste  

 

Status Now: 

A: IPC composts all organic materials (except cooked food, as mentioned we are 

investigating to find a solution with the municipality for bio-gas). 

B: IPC runs a second hand shop for students and donate the cloth that cannot be sold in the 

second hand shop. 

C: IPC separates: glass, paper, cardboard, hard plastics, metal, batteries, ceramics, and 

electronic waste.  

Students made following estimate in 2018: 

Statistical figure used plastic bag in 2017 in IPC –NOT INCLUDED IN THE KITCHEN 
• Plastic bags 40L:   12,000 unit 
• Plastic bags 50L:  4,000 unit 
• Plastic bags 100L:  2,400   unit 
• Total: 18,400 unit 



• Per day (365d) 50/day 
• Per person a year 153/person/year 

Per person a day 0.4/p/d => 1 person use 1 plastic bag per 2days 

 

D: IPC does not have a total estimate of how much waste we produce.  

 

Action: 

 

A: This will continue. 

B: This will continue. 

C: This will continue, however, we are still investigating the options for also sorting soft 

plastics and reducing the use of plastic in general, as the survey indicates there is a potential 

to reduce.  

D: Consider if there are smart ways to measure how much waste IPC generates in total and 

set goals for reductions.  

 

 

10. Zero Carbon   

 

Status now:  

A: IPC has not made a net emission calculation for the total. However, students have made 

some calculations in 2018 for heating and electricity use in the main building. Both electricity 

and heating are decreasing. Our estimate is app. 1 ton CO2 pr. Year. Per student as a 

baseline. This is the example of heating: 

 
Secondly, IPC has during the last years, renovated students room, and improved insulation. 

Many old windows and doors have been changed. Students have made a survey in 2017 to 

identify where hot sport of heat loss are in the school buildings.  

Furthermore, the hot-water tank has been insolated, so IPC expects that heat loss will be 

further decreased in the future.  

B: Electricity: IPC has installed a solar electricity system in (2012), which generate 10-15% of 

the schools electricity consumption. IPC uses LED and light saving bulbs, students are 

encouraged to save energy. IPC has installed sensors in the basement level of the school so 

that lights are only on when there are people in the basement.  

 

Action:   

A: IPC will discuss setting goals for further reductions and IPC will investigate the options for 

expanding on renewable energy. 

B: IPC will continue the installations of sensors where applicable.  


